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lieving officer reports officially that, thewife of " a comfortable man"
being in labour on Clare Island, he gave a compulsory or " red" ticket,
on the understanding that it should be presented to Dr. Dwyer if he
were not willing to come " on a reasonable fee". The " comfortable
man" paid Dr. Dwyer thirty shillings, and also provided, at his own
expense, a good boat and crew. Thus the " red ticket" becomes not
a means of relieving destitution, but of enabling " comfortable men"
to make good bargains with the doctor.

THE LIMITS OF RELIEF.
SOME guardians appear to have conscientious doubts as to the use and
abuse of the " red tickets". At the Waterford Union recently, an in-
teresting conversation occurred. One gentleman, Mr. Leamy, said he
gave red tickets to all that asked him, whose circumstances he did not
know (which is very good news for persons outside the circle of Mr.
Leamy's acquaintance); he could not make inquiries. When he knew
the individuals, he discriminated. It was asked whether the man
earning ten shillings a week was entitled to a red ticket ; to which the
answer was affirmative, and equally so as to those earning twenty shillings
a week. In fact, looking to the disinclination of some of the guardians
to make any inquiry, and the very wide generosity which others possess
at the ratepayers' expense, we do not see why any one in Waterford
need pay for attendance or medicine.

POOR-LAW INSPECTORS OF DRUGS.
WE see the suggestion made that the qualified inspectors of drugs,
whom we have ventured to recommend as substitutes for the proposed
and abandoned " Poor-law Apothecary-General", should be selected by
a competitive examination by the College of Physicians. The authori-
ties of the College would, we expect, be the first to reject so absurd an
idea.

CORRESPONDENCE.
ON INTEMPERANCE IN ITS MEDICAL AND SOCIAL

ASPECTS.
SIR,-A comprehensive and practical paper on " Intemperance" in

the last JOURNAL, by Dr. Eastwood, will doubtless command the at-
tention, and, I hope, the careful consideration of professional readers.
My object in adverting to it is a wish to defend in some measure the
neutral position and " indifference" attributed to our profession as a
body with respect to the total abstinence movement. My impression
is that its members " stand aloof" not from the principle of temperance
but from the exclusive and often injudicious dogmas insisted upon by
the advocates of total abstinence, who too frequently draw a " sharp
and fast line" between their own system and the moderate and often
necessary use of drinks containing alcohol.
As a class, it may be surely admitted that in an equal number of

gentlemen of any other class, there will not be found a smaller per-
centage of intemperate men than amongst the members of our profes-
sion. In these days the necessity of sobriety is laid upon them by their
social position, the requirements of their profession, and the powerful
influence of public opinion, independently of their own tastes, habits,
and sense of moral and religious obligations. The force of their ex-
ample gives weight to their protest against intemperance, and to their
expressed abhorrence of all its degrading, brutalising effects on its
votaries as citizens, fathers, and husbands; and happy would it be
were its baleful practices confined to our male population.

I am, etc., T. T. GRIFFITHS, F.R.C.S.

THE PRESENT STATE OF THERAPEUTICS.
SIR,-I have recently perused a most interesting essay, entitled

"Method and Medicine", by Dr. Foster of Birmingham. * The essayist
gives a very fascinating account of the history of medicine. He
clothes in attractive dress a subject which to many minds suggests
nothing but musty old tomes bound in leather and covered with dust.
I rise from it with a desire to make a few observations, for which I
trust you will find space, whether you agree with them or not.

I am at a loss to know why it is that in our medical schools so little
is said regarding the history of medicine. It would be difficult to over-

* Reprinted from the essays of the Birmiingham Speculative Club. Allen: Bir-
mingham, 1870.

estimate the importance of the subject, and difficult to find a more in-
teresting topic for study, if it be skilfully presented to the mind.

In the course of his essay, Dr. Foster points out the various methods
which have been adopted in the study of medicine, and concludes that
our science has been and can only be advanced by observation, experi-
ment, and comparison. In considering the present state of medicine,
Dr. Foster naturally turns to that horrid eyesore, therapeutics, and
confesses that it " sadly lacks that certainty which science gives". He
hastens, however, to screen therapeutists by pleading that therapeutics
are in an " unavoidable state of imperfection", and that " surely, when
the progress of physiology is so slow, the backward state of therapeu-
tics, though it may warrant regret, does not justify reproach." I am
of a very different opinion. I look upon the present state of therapeu-
tics as a scandal which demands the most serious consideration. Why
is it that, although thousands of intelligent and well educated men are
daily making experiments in therapeutics, so little progress is effected ?
What other department of science (pure courtesy leads us to imply that
therapeutics is a department of science) can boast so many workers as
therapeutics can ? and yet where is there another which advances so
slowly? I have simple explanations to offer of this strange anomaly,
and see no reason to disguise the naked truth, uninviting though its
aspect be.
The actions of drugs are ascertained by experiment. The experi-

ments necessary are generally of a complicated nature. They require
on the part of the experimenter a very careful observation of all the
facts, and excessive caution as to the conclusions to be drawn from
them. One would have expected that, in the teaching of theripeutics,
great care would be taken to train the students in the experimental
methods necessary for the solution of therapeutical problems. Instead
of this, however, the most difficult subject in medicine is, in many of
our schools, usually confided to some freshman, who has not yet tried
his hand at teaching, and who is entrusted with a " junior subject" like
materia medica or botany until he acquires that experience which is to
enable him to go up higher. Dreary harangues about pharmacy and
the shapes of senna-leaves are usually the order of the day; while the
methods for ascertaining the actions of drugs upon the nervous, mus-
cular, circulatory, respiratory, and other functions, are very generally
ignored. I certainly do know some teachers who do not omit this in-
struction, but I am really ashamed to say how many there are. I may
safely state that this kind of instruction, the importance of which can-
not be exaggerated, is generally neglected. Why wonder at the slow
advance of therapeutics, when such rottenness lies at the root of the
system of teaching the subject ? How can we be hard upon the prac-
titioner of medicine, whose education has been thus neglected by those
who ought to have known and ought to have acted better. But,
though I chiefly blame the teachers, I cannot possibly let the practi-
tioners escape. How lamentably few there are who ever seem to
think that they might do something to advance medicine as well as
themselves! Surely every man who has been able to obtain a fair
knowledge of medicine ought to be able, without a very great expendi-
ture of brain-energy, to contribute in the course of his life a few well
ascertained facts to assist in the advance of therapeutics.
Old Hippocrates found out much that was valuable by carefully

watching what happened when he administered remedies. He did not
trust his memory to accumulate the results; but, like a truly scientific
man, he wrote them down, and in this way gathered experience. We
live in the nineteenth century, yet how sadly behind Hippocrates in
some respects are most medical practitioners. They surely know the
principles of inductive research better than poor Hippocrates could
possibly do, and yet they do far less with their advanced knowledge
than he did with his few glimpses of how to get at truth. Instead of
carefully recording the history, symptoms, treatment, and results of
their different cases, they go on in the slipshod routine style of recording
nothing at the proper time. They observe symptoms; give half a dozen
or perhaps a dozen remedies all at once; see what happens; and come to
conclusions not by any means always so vague as they should be under
the circumstances. They " remember" their cases; that is to say, they
remember a fraction of the facts regarding them, and persuade them-
selves that they remember everything. As years run by, the fraction of
facts remembered usually becomes smaller and somewhat hazy; but
nevertheless, in most instances, the slipshod experimenter complacently
consoles himself that he is acquiring "experience". Experience, in-
deed ! In nine cases out of ten, it is a delusion and a snare. What
would be thought of the chemist, or physicist, or physiologist, who
might make experiments in this way? They would, of course, justly
bring themselves into utter ridicule and contempt.

I beseech medical men to remember that every time they give a dose of
medicine they perform an experiment; and correct conclusions can
only be drawn from such experiments by a careful analysis of the re-
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sults of many. All the conditions of the experiments must be recorded
at the tizme it is performed, else nothing but confusion results. I know
that they will say how impossible it is to find time. Such is not the
case. I know many practitioners engaged in enormous practice who
can find time to proceed in the scientific manner I indicate. If medical
men would but proceed in this simple but thoroughly scientific manner,
I feel certain that therapeutics would make rapid strides; but to the
teachers we must look for a speedy introduction of a system of teaching
therapeutics which will make every man a truly scientific experimenter
with physic. What bright laurels would then be worn by us all!
November I870. I am, etc., F. R. S. E.

MEDICAL NEWS.
THE GENEVA CONVENTION: INTERNATIONAL

CONFERENCE.
IT was settled at the International Conferences of the Societies for Aid
to Sick and Wounded in Time of War held at Berlin in I869, that a
similar reunion of delegates of the Societies should be held at Vienna
in I871. It has just been officially notified that this intended meeting
will not take place during the present year, it being considered de-
sirable that the experience gained in the present war should be carefully
collected and studied before the fresh conferences are held.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON.-At the ordinary
quarterly meeting of the College, on Thursday, January 26th, the
following, gentlemen, having passed the required examinations, were
admitted as members.

Garstang, Walter. M.D. St. Andrew's, Blackburn
Stocker, James Reginald, M. B. Lond., Guy's Hospital

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.-The followinggen.
tlemen, having undergone the necessary examinations for the diploma,
were admitted members of the College at a meeting of the Court of
Examiners, on January 26th.

Bradley, Richard Briddon, Stockport (Manchester School)
Butler, Charles, Sutton Benzer, near Chippenham (St. Bartholomew's)
Cooke, Thomas, New Cross
Harvey, Thomas, Stonehouse, Devon (Westminster)
Kynaston, Albert Edward, Billingborongh (Guy's)
Newington, Frank Enefer, Tenterden, Kent (Guy's)
Osborn, Samuel, Brixton (St. Thomas's)
Wilkins. George, Montreal (St. Thomas's)
Wood, Robert Arthur Henry, Liverpool

Eight candidates having failed to acquit themselves to the satisfaction
of the Court of Examiners, were referred to their hospital studies
for six months.

APOTHECARIES' HALL.-The following gentleman passed his ex-
amination in the science and practice of medicine, and received
a certificate to practise, on Thursday, January 26th, I871.

Renton, William, Knaresborough, Yorkshire
The following gentleman also on the same day passed his first pro-

fessional examination.
Elphinstone, George Kidson, London Hospital
At the Preliminary Examination in Arts, held at the Hall of the

Society, on the 27th and 28th of January, I871, 51 candidates pre-
sented themselves; of whom 20 were rejected, and the following 31
passed, and received certificates of proficiency in general education;
viz., in the First Class, in the order of merit.

I. Harry Welchman; 2. Bernard Faraday Giles, Herbert Sloman, and James
Taylor.

In the Second Class, in alphabetical order.
Wm. Oliver Tyndale Annersley, A. G. Bateman, George H. Blackmore, Capel

W. Bringloe, Herbert Collier, Herbert Cotton, Charles Philip Creed, Arthur
B. Crowther, John Eustace Donnan, Robert Fabling, Robert Gilbert, F. W.
W. Goodsall, Harry C. Grimwood, John J. Gunn, Charles James Hancock,
M. L. Bowen Jones, George R. Keeling, C. E. A. MacArthur, Frederick
Marr, F. Linder Milne, William Moxon, Harry Callander Oakley, Albert M.
Rowland, Arthur Savidge, St. Clair B. Shadwell, Thomas Davis Watson, and
Octavius White.

MEDICAL VACANCIES.
THE following vacancies are announced:-

BRIGHTON and HOVE PROVIDENT DISPENSARY-Honorary Physician;
Surgeon for the Cliftonville District: applications, 6th, to J. Dennant, Hon.
Sec.; election, soth.

CHARING CROSS HOSPITAL-Another Assistant-Surgeon: applications, to
Henry Woolcott, Sec. election, s5th.

EAST LONDON HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN, Ratcliff Cross-Hon. Visiting
Surgeon: applications, to Ashtoni Warner, Sec., 6, Lime Street Square elec-
tion, 7th.

GLASGOW TOWNS HOSPITAL-Assistant Medical Officer: applications to
Dr. Robertson.

HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN, Soho Square- Physician: applications, i8th.
KENT COUNTY OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, Maidstone-Consulting Sur-

geon: March i8th.
NORTHERN INFIRMARY, Inverness-House-Surgeon and Apothecary (44

per annum, with board, etc.): applications, s4th, to Alexander Dallas, Sec.
NOTTINGHAM DISPENSARY-Hon. Physician; Four Hon. Consulting Sur-

geons; Assistant Resident Surgeon (,4120 per annum); election, 27th. Appli-
cations to Martin J. Preston, Sec.

NOTTING HILL and SHEPHERD'S BUSH DISPENSARY, Portland Road-
Resident Medical Officer: applications, gth.

ROYAL ASYLUM OF THE ST. ANNE'S SOCIETY-Hon. Physician: appli-
cations, to R. H. Evans, Sec., 52, King William Street, London Bridge;
election, ioth.

ROYAL SURREY COUNTY HOSPITAL, Guildford-Medical Officer: 23rd.
ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY FOR WOMEN AND CHIL-

DREN, Quay Street, Manchester-Medical Officer: applications, I7th.
ST. THOMAS'S HOSPlTAL-Assistant-Surgeon: election, March gth. Resident

Assistant-Surgeon: election, Feb. 28th. Applications (for both offices), Feb.
x4th, to the Treasurer, 13, St. Thomas's Street.

WINDSOR ROYAL INFIRMARY AND DISPENSARY- House-Surgeon
(£ioo per annum, with residence, coal, and gas): applications, to George
Cartland, Sec., 7th.

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS.
Names marked with at asterisk are those of Mfembers ofthe Association.

HOGG, Jabez, Esq., elected Surgeon to the Royal Westminster Ophthalmic Hos-
pital, vice *Henry Hancock, Esq., resigned.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.
The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and Deaths,

is 3s. 6d., which should beforwarded in stamj5s with the comnunication.
BIRTH.

DRAPER. On January s7th, at York, the wife of *W. Draper, Esq., Surgeon, of a
son.

WE are indebted to correspondents for the following periodicals, containing news,
reports, and other matters of medical interest:-The New York Medical Gazette,
Jan. 14th; The New York Medical Record, Jan. igth; The Boston Medical and
Surgical Journal, Jan. sgth; The Madras Mail, Nov, 2Ist; The Shield, Jan. 28th;
The Manchester Courier, Jan. 25th; The Philadelphia Medical Times, Jan. i6th;
The Philadelphia Medical Independent, Jan. s4th; etc.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, ETC., have been received from:-
Mr. T. Pridgin Teale, Leeds; Mr. W. Smith, Fallowfield, Manchester; The
Secretary of the London Institution; Mr. Hamilton, Birkenhead; Dr. Worral,
Adare, co. Limerick; Dr. Maunsell, Dublin; Mr. Lawson Tait, Birmingham;
Mr. Benson Baker, London; Mr. R. Argles, Maidstone; Mr. W. D. Spanton,
Hanley; Mir. T. Prince, Balsham; Mr. A. H. Dolman, Derby; Dr. Barclay,
Leicester; Dr. Edis, London; The Secretary of the Royal Victoria Dispensary,
Northampton; Mr. W. Humphreys, Kidwelly; Dr. Davey, Northwoods, Bristol;
Dr. A. Meadows, London; Mr. W. Rigden, London; Dr. Dudgeon, London;
Mr. Sydney Jones, London; Mr. J. Croft, London; Mr. T. H. Bartleet, Bir-
mingham; Mrs. Hemming, Kimbolton; Dr. Turner, Stockport; Dr. F. Page,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne; Dr. Gilchrist, Dumfries; Mr. J. H. Hicks, Plymouth;
Dr. Skinnier, Liverpool; Mr. T. M. Evans, Hull; Mr. W. Draper, York; The
Assistant Secretary of the Royal Microscopical Society; The Secretary of the
Clinical Society; Mr. Edward Bellamy, London; Mr. H. Walmsley, Preston; The
Secretary of the Pathological Society; Dr. W. Ogle, Derbv; Dr. Procter, York;
Dr. Fothergill, Leeds; Dr. W. Murray, Newcastle-upon-Tyne; Dr. Whitmore,
London; Dr. Grimshaw, Dublin; Dr. A. P. Stewart, London; Mr. Berkeley Hill,
London; Dr. George Brown, Colchester; etc.

LETTERS, ETC. (with enclosures), from:-
Dr. A. Ogston, Aberdeen; Dr. James Russell, Birmingham; Dr. J. H. Tylecote,
Sandon; Mr. Wm. Mac Cormac, London; Dr. Hardie and MIr. Braddon, Man-
chester; Mr. D. Kent Jones, Beaumaris; Dr. Whitmore, London; Dr. T. Jones,
London; C. C., Edinburgh; Dr. L. 0. Fox, Broughton; Dr. Pritchard, Sitting-
bourne; Mr. H. Cripps Lawrence, London; W. B., West Bromwich; Mr. A.
Campbell, Navenby; Our Liverpool Correspondent; Dr. J. Crichton Browne,
Wakefield; Mr. Erichsen, London; Dr. Gull, London; The Secretary of the
Royal College of Physicians; Our Dublin Correspondent; M.R. C. S. Eng.;
The Registrar-General of England; The Secretary of Apothecaries' Hall; The
Registrar-General of Ireland; Mr. T. M. Stone, London; The Registrar of the
Medical Society of London; Our Glasgow Correspondent; Dr. G. H. Philipson,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne; Mr. Reginald Harrison, Liverpool; The Secretary of the
Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society; Mr. Hulke, London; Dr. Cayley, Lon-
don; Mr. Hogg, London; Dr. Campbell Black, Glasgow; Dr. Paul, London;
Dr. Ritchie, Edinburgh; etc.


